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that England  was   seizing   every  Institution  in  the
country.

If the Commission failed to achieve the success
which its labour deserved, the British and Egyptian
Governments jointly must bear the blame, * The
Investigation should have been set on foot two years
earlier. Not only had the reactionary elements In
the country been afforded time to marshal their forces
against reform^ but the country had become almost
hostile to every proposal Initiated by Great Britain.
What would have been possible In the spring of 1915
was impracticable in 1917. At the earlier period the
tragedy of war had numbed men?s minds, had stilled
private jealousies, and arrested international rivalries*
That wholesome feeling was now gone,, and cosmopoli-
tan Egypt had resumed her selfish outlook on life.
Foreigners and Egyptians alike were only intent upon
personal ends: the first., to yield nothing of their
privilege, and the second, to thwart Great Britain's
administration of the country. Progress and better
government were cheerfully sacrificed to these ob-
jectives. It was a lamentable misfortune for Egypt.
No Commission was ever assembled In Cairo better
equipped for its task : no Commission failed more
signally to reap the reward of patient work. Yet the
labour was not wholly lost. Lord Milner in his mission
of 1920 made use of it when framing proposals to give
Egypt self-government. History has recorded the
answer of the country to Ms scheme, and the problem
of the Capitulations still remains to be solved.